October 4, 2026 — 10:00 AM
19" Sunday after Pentecost
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THROUGH THE FINISH LINE
Hebrews 12:1-2

East End United Methodist Church
522 Russell Street
Nashville, TN. 37206

www.eastendumc.org

WHO WE ARE AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH
We believe that Jesus’ message of unconditional love means that
every human being is a child of God and 1s worthy of love, respect,
and inclusion. We welcome and embrace people regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, race,
ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, physical and mental
ability, education, and housing status. We stand against
discrimination and exclusion by choosing to worship and serve
with all people through love, acceptance, and reconciliation.



Gathering and Entrance

GREETING Rev. Joanna Cummings

PRELUDE Derrick Rohl, piano

*CALL TO WORSHIP® Rev. Carrie Yoder and Ian Yoder

One:
Many:

One:

Many:

One:

All:

At the starting line of this day, we call on your
name, God of grace.

As we run the race you have set before us, help
us to keep our eyes on your goals, not our own.
When we falter, give us fresh strength and
courage. When we are fleet-footed, let us give you
the glory.

Keep us from wanting to win at others’
expense or to count ourselves better than those
at our side.

All runners are your children. In the race you
imagine, each one is a winner.

Help us run through the finish line as we race
toward more perfect communion with God,
neighbor, and one another.

*OPENING HYMN  Be Thou My Vision UMH 451

1.Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.



2.Be thou my Wisdom,
and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

3.Great God of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys,
O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

WORDS: Ancient Irish; trans by Mary E. Byrne, 1905; versed by Eleanor H. Hull,
1912, alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. From The United
Methodist Hymnal. Used by permission.

MUSIC: SLANE. Trad. Irish melody, arr. Jack Schrader. © 1989 Hope Publishing
Company. OneLicense A-733944.

ANTHEM Jesus, Our Friend  Children’s Choir
Jesus, our friend, we see you helping again and again.
Feeding the hungry and showing his care was Jesus who
taught us to love and to care.

Jesus, our friend helped the blind man to see; he cared for
all people like you and like me.

COMMON CONFESSION™
Holy One, we long to be faithful stewards of your
abundant grace. To serve each other in love and
humility. To serve your world with wisdom and energy.
Forgive us when we stumble over pride, when our
words and actions are not guided by love. Turn our
hearts when we act in folly. Restore our energy when it



is gone. Renew our generous spirit. Sometimes, many
times, O God, our efforts fail, but your abundant grace
is strong and eternal.

All Pray in Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: Hear the good news, in the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven.

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Glory to God, Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:  The peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.

ANTHEM Hark, I Hear the Sanctuary Choir

Harps Eternal
arr. Mark Hayes

After the Anthem, children, ages 4 to 2" grade, are invited to Children’s Church.
Participating children will return to their families later in the service.

Proclamation of God’s Word

SCRIPTURE Hebrews 12:1-2
Our spoken response to the reading of God’s word:
Thanks be to God.



HYMN Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
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WORDS and MUSIC: Helen Howarth Lemmel, 1922, st. 2. alt. Public Domain.

SERMON  Running Through the = Rev. Brandon Baxter
Finish Line

WITNESS OF NEW MEMBERS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Carrie Yoder

THE LORD’S PRAYER' Worship & Song 3071
Our God in heaven, holy is your name, your reign
come, your will done, on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread, and help us forgive, as we have
been forgiven. In the time of trial lead us into light, for
yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,



forever. Our God, in heaven, holy is your name, holy is
your name.

OFFERTORY [ Love the Lord Sanctuary Choir;
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom UMH 94
All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Pastor: Members of the household of God, I commend
these persons to your love and care. Do all in your power
to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect
them 1in love.

Congregation: We give thanks for all that God has
already given you and we welcome you in Christian
love. As members together with you in the body of
Christ, and in this congregation of the United
Methodist Church, we renew our covenant to
participate faithfully in the ministries of the church



by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service,
and our witness, that in everything, God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ.

*CLOSING HYMN  How Great Thou Art UMH 77

1.0 Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain:
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!

2.When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;
[Refrain]

3.When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, "My God, how great thou art!"
[Refrain]

WORDS: Stuart K. Hine, 1949.

MUSIC: HOW GREAT THOU ART. Swedish folk melody; adapt. and arr. Stuart
K. Hine, 1949.

Words and Music © 1949, 1953, The Stuart Hine Trust. Admin. by Hope
Publishing Company. OneLicense A-733944.



*SPOKEN BENEDICTION

*SUNG Go Now in Peace Sanctuary Choir

BENEDICTION & Congregation
Go now in peace, go now in peace
May the love of God surround you

Everywhere, everywhere you may go.

*POSTLUDE

*The congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

Y At East End UMC, we begin the Lord’s Prayer with the simple name “God”,
acknowledging that many images of God exist. Please use whatever language
speaks to you, Father, Mother, Parent, Creator, etc.

A Music Supplement is available on the Welcome Table at the back of the
auditorium. It includes the complete musical scores—text and parts—for all

congregational songs in today’s service.
y



Announcements

East End UMC Calendar Reminders
Sunday 10/4: 10:00 AM  Worship at Warner
1:30PM 37— 5" Grade Serving Day at East Nashville
Care Market
5:00PM  EEUMC Youth: Outreach Evening at Trinity
Community Commons
7:00 PM  Choir sings at A Gospel Gathering at PLAY

Monday 10/5: 8:00 AM  Coffee and Convo at Bongo Java East
6:00PM  Admin Council Meeting at Aldersgate UMC and

via Zoom
6:30 PM  Scouts Troop 3 Meeting at Aldersgate UMC

Wednesday 10/7: 5:30 PM  Skeptics & Seekers at the Rich’s Home

Churchwide Retreat: October 23-25 at Beersheba Springs Assembly

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us for our Churchwide Retreat on
October 23-25 at beautiful Beersheba Springs Assembly. For full details and to
register now, visit: www.eastendumc.org/retreat

Giving

Online gifts can be made via Venmo @eastendumc or online at
www.eastendumec.org/give. Please note if donations are for the General Operating
budget or the Building Campaign.

Please see www.eastendumc.org/give for information on how to check your current
contributions or pledges. We appreciate your gifts to EEUMC!

Nursery Ministry
Our Nursery Ministry is available during Sunday morning worship for children ages
8 wks. until 4 yrs.

This Week’s Birthdays
10/4: Helen Cavasin
10/5: Philip Lee, Norma Wallace
10/6: Dita Kenton, Camden Nowers
10/7: Rhys Bowen-Tanton
10/9: Mallory Schneider

+ Adapted from liturgy by Carol Penner, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/07/opening-prayer-running-race.html

++ Adapted from a prayer by Joanna Harader.
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